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CARTI Clinical/Translational Research 
Training Track 

Mission: To increase the pool of scientists 
engaged in evidence-based clinical,  
translational, and public health research 

Expected outcome: To increase the number 
of early-stage investigators conducting 
mentored research and successfully 
applying for extramural grant funding



= secured funding



Eligibility 

• Be a senior fellow (MD, PhD, MD/PhD) or faculty 

member in an early to mid-stage of their research 

career at the University of Maryland, Baltimore with 

some prior research experience.

• Have research mentor(s) and existing clinical or 

public health research project or an area of research 

you are interested in pursuing  



Eligibility (cont.) 

• Have a letter of support from your Department Chair 

guaranteeing at least 20% protected time (8 

hours/week) to conduct training and research over a 

6-month period 

• Have NOT served as a Principal Investigator on an 

NIH or federally funded research or career 

development award



Capstone Grant Application & Mock Study Section

Experiential Learning

Didactic Instruction & Grant Writing Instruction

Orientation 

Overview of CARTI Clinical/Translational 
and Public Health Research Training Track 



Didactic Instruction

▪ Length of time: 2 months

▪ Time commitment: 8 hours/week 

▪ Format:

▪ Virtual and synchronous (recorded)

▪ Scholar presentations – in person



Didactic Instruction (cont.)

▪ Didactic research topics:

▪ Project design & implementation

▪ Data collection, analysis, and management

▪ Ethical, legal, and regulatory issues 

▪ Grant writing and scientific communication



Experiential learning and capstone 
project (i.e., grant application)

▪ Length of time: 3-4 months

▪ Time commitment: 8 hours/week 

▪ Activities

▪ Work with mentors to write a grant application
▪ R21 format (7 pages) or other specific mechanism

▪ Writing accountability sessions
▪ Mock study section

▪ Participate as an applicant and reviewer

▪ Scholars are expected to submit a grant within 6 months 
of completion of the program



Application Process 

▪ Friday, October 25, 2024, 5pm EDT
▪ Required material:

1. Cover page 

2. UMSOM curriculum vitae (CV)

3. Personal statement (1-2 page(s)) 

4. Preliminary summary of proposed research 

project to be completed during experiential 

learning component (1 page) 

5. Letter of support from research mentor 

6. Letter of support from the Departmental Chair



CARTI Clinical Track Timeline

2024 2025

Oct Nov Jan Feb March April May June 

Application deadline 25-Oct

Selection of scholars

Orientation & completion of individual 
development plan

Didactic & grant writing instruction

Experiential Learning

Capstone Grant Application & Mock Study 
Section

Graduation Ceremony 



Application & FAQ

• More information & full application: 
https://www.medschool.umaryland.edu/carti/carti-
training-tracks/clinical-and-translational-research-
training-track/

• Answers to Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ):
https://www.medschool.umaryland.edu/carti/carti-
training-tracks/carti-training-track-faqs/ 
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Contact Us

• Jon Mark Hirshon, CARTI Clinical/Translational 
Track Leader, jhirshon@umaryland.edu

• Shannon Takala Harrison, Associate Director of 
CARTI Research Training Tracks, 
stakala@som.umaryland.edu 

• Yarlene Williams, Administrative Assistant, 
ywilliams@som.umaryland.edu
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