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Overview

1. Funds are available to support pilot research projects in health services research, clinical research and translational research under the Maryland Cigarette Restitution Fund Program – Other Tobacco Related Diseases (OTRD) Research Grant.  The purpose of the OTRD grant is to support the State’s efforts to reduce death and disability due to tobacco-related diseases other than cancer by conducting health services, clinical and translational research.  

2. Pilot research studies may be related to tobacco-related diseases such as cardiovascular disease, stroke, infant mortality due to low birth weight, chronic pulmonary disease, peripheral arterial disease, or to tobacco use and related factors.  The studies may also address racial, geographic or socioeconomic disparities related to the targeted diseases.  

3. Funding may be used to support developmental research, which will lead to submission of RO1 research grant applications for larger extramural funding.  IT IS EXPECTED THAT FUNDED INVESTIGATORS WILL USE THE RESULTS OF THESE PILOT PROJECTS TO SUBMIT R01 Investigator initiated RESEARCH APPLICATIONS TO NIH.  

4. Pilot studies may explore a new direction for a research program; nurture an especially innovative idea; explore an unconventional but potentially important hypothesis; and/or encourage health services research, clinical and translational research and collaborations.  Studies may also support new research methodologies or test the feasibility of implementing a specific research protocol.

5. All applications will be reviewed and evaluated by an External Peer Review Committee. High priority will be given to innovation, the relevance of the scientific proposal and research, and whether it focuses on unique cultural and other factors related to underserved urban and rural areas, such as Baltimore City, the Eastern Shore and Western Maryland, or other Maryland areas.  Funds may not be used to support research or target populations outside of Maryland.

6. All full-time, regular faculty of the University of Maryland Baltimore may apply for research grants addressing any of the priority diseases, as listed above, or in any other related area such as health disparities. In addition, up to two postdoctoral “health disparities” fellows will be awarded grants. Funds may be budgeted for personnel, supplies, and minor equipment purchases.  FUNDS MAY NOT BE USED TO COVER PATIENT CARE COSTS. 

7. One aspect of this announcement is to further strengthen research cooperation between the University of Maryland School of Medicine  and the University of Maryland-Eastern Shore.
 

In this connection, the proposals submitted by either UMSOM faculty, or UMES faculty which, in addition to having an excellent to superior research design, should demonstrate a well planned cooperative effort between the two institutions   This includes special emphasis on the cooperative efforts in writing the proposal, clearly planned efforts of contributions at both institutions and the cooperative use of laboratory and training space.   Such proposals, based on the quality of the design, will be given a higher priority by the Review Committee. 
 

8. Pilot research projects will be funded for one year.

9. Applications must be reviewed and approved by the applicant’s Department Chair prior to submission to the Office of Policy and Planning (OPP).  OPP will assume responsibility for routing all approved grants through ORD.  This routing will not occur until the approved recipient has signed the award letter, secured the signature of the department chair, and returned the signed letter to OPP. 

10. UMES applicants – must have their applications reviewed and approved by their Department Chair before submission.
11. Applications should be submitted using the attached application form.  The    deadline for receipt of applications is 12:00 Noon, March 7th, 2008.  Applicants will be notified of the funding decision by April 7th, 2008. 

12. A detailed budget and appropriate budget justification must be provided with the application. The total budget may not exceed $50,000 for faculty.

13. The successful applicant must agree to submit a six-month progress report and a final report on the pilot research project.  All grant recipients must agree to attend and present their findings at the Annual Scientific Forum.
14. The successful applicant must agree to submit invoices documenting all actual expenses.  Since funds will only be advanced on a quarterly basis, the successful applicant must demonstrate that the previous advance was used prior to receiving the next advance.
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OTHER TOBACCO RELATED DISEASES RESEARCH GRANT

PILOT FACULTY RESEARCH PROJECT
APPLICATION FORM

FY 2008 
II. Name of Principal Investigator: 







UMES Faculty:   _____Yes
_____No
If Yes, Please indicate the name and department of the UMB Faculty Collaborator. 
UMB Faculty Collaborator – Name: _______________________________

Department: ___________________________________________________
Address: 









 
City: 


  State: 
               
  Zip: 



Phone: (        ) 



   Fax: (        ) 



 

E-mail address: 








 

Faculty Rank: (PI)










School or Department (Primary Appointment) 




 






____________________________________

Name of Department Chair: 








Budget Contact Person: 









Phone (        ) 



   E-mail address: 


   

Title of Project: 










Total amount of funds requested for project:




  
Where will research be performed?  

On-Campus
  Dept. 


 
 Bldg.

  Rm. 

  

Off-Campus
  Dept. 


 
 Bldg.

  Rm. 





Does project involve human subjects? 
    
 Yes


 No 

If yes, Protocol # 


 Approval Date 

 or pending


(Please include letter of approval as an attachment) 

Does project involve animals? 
    
 Yes


 No 

If yes, Protocol # 


 Approval Date 

 or pending


III. Proposal Narrative:  This section should not exceed 15 pages using a font size of 12. See application procedures below for description of components.

A. Specific Aims of Research

B. Background and significance, including any preliminary studies by applicant

C. Research Design/Methodology/Analysis Plan

D. Human Subjects

E. Literature Cited

F. Research Team

G. Evaluation/Progress Monitoring Plan

H. Future Plans, including plans to submit R01 research application to NIH

I. Current Related Funding

Signature of Principal Investigator



Date

____________________________



______________________


Signature of Department Chair



Date

Reviewed and Approved

Application Procedures 

The proposal submission should contain the following items.  The narrative section of the proposal (Item 7) should not exceed 15 pages.  The application form, abstract, detailed one-year budget and budget justification are not included in the 15-page limit.  The proposal should include the following:

1. Application Form: Contains information specified in this packet.

2. Abstract (Maximum of 250 words): Summarizes the study’s purpose, methods and significance.

3. Table of Contents

4. Detailed One-Year Budget Page with Justification: Maximum $50,000 for faculty (See instructions in A below)

5. Biographical Sketch – Principal Investigator/Program Director

6. Other Biographical Sketches – Co-Investigators & Other Investigators if appropriate

7. Proposal Narrative:

A. Specific Aims of Research: Describe the specific project objectives.

B. Background and Significance: Review of recent literature pertaining to your topic, including a description of any preliminary studies by the applicant pertaining to the research project.

C. Research Design/Methodology/Analysis Plan: Describe the experimental design and analysis plan.

D. Human Subjects: Describe the risks and benefits to study participants, and how their confidentiality will be protected. 

E. Literature Cited: List any relevant publications.

F. Research Team: List members.

G. Evaluation/Progress Monitoring Plan: List all major activities for the project and define measurable outcomes indicating successful completion of these activities.

H. Future Plans: Describes how the findings from this project can be used to submit R01 research projects and apply for extramural funding.

I. Current Related Funding 

8. Identify Type of Research:

· Health Services

· Clinical

· Translational

9. Agreement to comply with all reporting requirements (See instructions in B below)

The application should be single-space, and prepared using at least one inch margins and 

a 12-point font.  

A.
Detailed One-Year Budget



In addition to the itemized Budget Page, a brief budget justification must be included. Grant funds up to $50,000 for faculty will be available.  The budget may cover expenses for (1) faculty time; (2) undergraduate and graduate student stipends; (3) post-doctoral fellow stipends; (4) salaries for research support staff and/or consultants; (5) equipment and supplies; (6) travel involved in data collection; and (7) other expenses deemed necessary for the successful completion of the proposed project.  (Note: Expenditures for equipment and supplies may not exceed $1,000.)  Funds will not be provided for computer equipment and costs.  There are no indirect costs supported by these funds. 

B.
Agreement to Comply with All Reporting Requirements


The applicant must acknowledge that a six-month progress report and a final report will be submitted.  The applicant must acknowledge that actual expenditures will be reported on a quarterly basis and supporting invoices will be submitted accordingly.  The applicant must also acknowledge that he/she recognizes that funds will be provided on a quarterly basis, only after documented expenses for the prior quarter have been submitted.

The original application plus five copies (double-sided print) must be submitted to: 

Claudia R. Baquet, MD, MPH

Professor of Medicine

Associate Dean for Policy and Planning

Director, Center for Health Policy/Health Services Research

685 West Baltimore Street, Suite 618 HSF I

Baltimore, MD 21201

410-706-1742
By 12:00 Noon on March 7th, 2008.

Review and Funding

a. 
Evaluation criteria include:  (1) scientific merit; (2) relevance to tobacco-related diseases and/or tobacco use; (3) potential for future research funding; and (4) relevance to developing the principal investigator’s program of research in tobacco-related diseases.

b. 
Applicants will be notified about the status of their applications no later than 

April 7, 2008.
c. 
Research involving animals or human subjects must be approved by the University of 
Maryland Institutional Review Board (IRB).  All investigators and all persons named in 
the budget must have certification of training in the protection of human subjects.

d. Individuals who receive an award will be required to submit a six-month report and a final report at the completion of the project describing the results.

e. 
Review Criteria

1. Specific Aims:

Are the objectives logical, significant, and focused?  Are they achievable within the requested funding and time frame proposed?  Is the project likely to make a contribution to the field of study (e.g., yield new knowledge or useful pilot data)?

2. Research Team:

Is the project director capable of successfully directing the project?  Do the participating members of the project team collectively have the requisite knowledge and/or expertise to carry out the research?  Is there specific expertise that is lacking? 

3. Methods:

Are the methods adequate and appropriate to meet the specific aims?  Are

the measures valid and reliable?  Have pitfalls and limitations been identified and alternative plans described?  Is the data analysis plan reasonable?

4. Budget:

Have all the costs been identified?  Are all the costs justified?  Have budget requirements been met?

5. Future Plans: 

What is the likelihood that the project will lead to R01 extramural support?  Are the plans for attracting extramural support reasonable?  Is this a one-time project or is it a part of a sustainable program of research?

6. Human Subjects:

Has a Certificate of Training in the Protection of Human Subjects been obtained?  Does the description of human subjects’ protection comply with the University’s IRB and HIPAA requirements?  If the proposed project does not have current IRB approval, upon approval of the funding of the grant, documentation of IRB approval or an exemption will be required prior to award of funding. 
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