Fact Sheet on Oral Cancer
· The rate of new cases or incidence rate of oral cancer in the U.S. is higher than leukemia and cervical cancers.

· Oral cancer has a lower survival rate than cancers of the testes, prostate, breast, uterine, cervix, colon, bone, skin (melanomas), kidney, thyroid or Hodgkin's Disease.

· Oral cancer is the sixth most common cancer world-wide.

· The rate of oral cancer new cases (incidence) in Maryland (12.5/100,000 persons) is higher than the U.S. average (10.3/100,000 persons).

· The death rate in Maryland is the 7th highest among all states and 3rd   highest in the U.S. for African-American males. Maryland has nearly a 20% higher death rate from oral cancer than the U.S.

· Outcome of oral cancer is poor. Five-year survival rate is only about 50%. 

· The 5-year survival rate for African-Americans in Maryland is 33%. 

· Average age at diagnosis is younger for African-Americans (57 years) than for whites (64 years), and African-Americans still experience higher death rates.

· There is an increased incidence and earlier age of onset of head and neck cancer in African-Americans than in whites.

· Treatment of oral cancer is often extensive, disfiguring and costly.

· The most common sites of oral cancers are tongue, floor of the mouth, pharynx, tonsils, and lips. 

· Tobacco usage of all kind is strongly associated with oral cancer. Together with alcohol, tobacco is implicated in 75% of all oral cancers in the U.S.  
