Fact Sheet on Domestic Violence

Domestic Violence is a pattern of coercive behavior characterized by the power and control of one person over another, usually an intimate partner.  Domestic violence can involve physical, emotional, verbal, sexual or economic abuse.

· The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) identify domestic violence as the leading cause of intentional injury and death in women under the age of 44.

· Although domestic violence affects people of both genders, 85 - 95% of the victims are women. (Journal of the American Medical Association)

· According to the American Medical Association, family violence creates 100,000 days of hospitalization, 30,000 emergency room visits and 40,000 trips to doctors offices each year. (Journal of the American Medical Association)

· Physical disability and death, chronic pain, gastrointestinal disorders, drug and alcohol abuse, and mental health problems have all been associated with domestic violence.

· Domestic violence increases the risk of abortions, miscarriages and low birth-weight babies; 25 - 45% of abused women were abused while they were pregnant. (U.S. Department of Justice and the U.S. Surgeon General)

· Unless victims are asked directly, they often do not reveal abuse.  Physicians detect as few as one in 20 victims of abuse.

· The impact of witnessing domestic violence on children is severe and often results in both short and long term emotional damage.

· Safety reminder regarding the internet: If you are a victim of domestic violence please keep in mind that YOUR abuser may be monitoring YOUR online computer activities. Clear your internet history from your computer and/or consider using a “safe” computer at the public library or at a friend’s home.

