Fact Sheet on Pain Management

Pain – An unpleasant sensory or emotional experience associated with actual or potential tissue injury, or described in such terms.

Nociceptive Pain – Pain caused by actual tissue injury.

Neuropathic Pain – Pain caused by direct injury to the nervous system.

Addiction – Pathological behavior associated with the use of a drug. Examples of this include deceitful behavior, ongoing use despite adverse consequences, overwhelming preoccupation with use and procurement.

Dependence – The presence of an abstinence syndrome if a drug is withdrawn. 

Tolerance – The phenomenon where higher doses of drugs are required overtime to achieve the same clinical response.  

