Fact Sheet on Violence as a Public Health Problem

National Statistical Information
Information Published by the National Center for Victims of Crime (2004)
· 1 murder every 32 minutes in the United States (FBI 2003)

· 1 violent crime every 6 seconds in the United States (Bureau of Justice Statistics 2003)

· 1 robbery every 55 seconds in the US (Bureau of Justice Statistics 2003)

· 1 assault every 7 seconds in the US (Bureau of Justice Statistics 2003)

· 1 theft every 2 seconds in the US (Bureau of Justice Statistics 2003)

· 1 burglary every 10 seconds in the US (Bureau of Justice Statistics 2003)

· 1 rape / sexual assault every 2 minutes in the US (Bureau of Justice Statistics 2003)

· 1 teenager is victimized every 19 seconds in the US (Bureau of Justice Statistics 2003)

· 56 women are victimized by an intimate partner every hour in the US (Bureau of Justice Statistics 2003)

· 3 adults become victims of stalking every minute in the US (National Institute of Justice 1998)

· 1 child is mistreated/abused every 35 seconds in the US (Children’s Bureau / Health & Human Services 2003)

· 1 person is a victim of violence in the workplace every 19 seconds in the US (Bureau of Justice Statistics 2002)

· 1 person is killed in an alcohol related traffic crash every 30 min. (National Hwy. Traffic Safety Admin. 2003)

· 1.7 million teens were victims of violent crime in the US in 2002

· 1.4 million teens were victims of physical assault in the US in 2002

· 124,000 teens were victims of reported sexual assault in the US in 2002

· 54% of rape /sexual assaults were actually reported to police in the US in 2002 (National Crime Victims Survey)

· 87% of rape / sexual assault victims (among the cases reported to police) were female in the US in 2002

· 20% of all violent crimes committed against women in the US were perpetrated by intimate partners in 2002

· 247,730 sexual assaults were reported to the police in the US in 2002

· 4.7 million physical assaults were reported in the US in 2002

· In 2002 police recorded 11,877,218 criminal offenses in the US. Of these, 1,426,325 were violent offenses

· Teenagers (12-19 years) in the US were victims of violence at rates higher than other age groups in 2002

· 3 in 4 American teens who were sexually assaulted were victimized by someone they know in 2002

· Approximately 903,000 children were found to be victims of maltreatment (abuse or neglect) in the US in 2001

· 7% of violent crimes in the US in 2002 involved firearms

· 7,462 reports of hate crimes were made with police in the US in 2002

· 16,204 people were murdered in the US in 2002

· 40% of American teens have reported witnessing violence (National Institute of Justice 2003)

· 6 in 10 American teens have been physically assaulted by someone they knew well (National Inst. of Justice 2003)

· 65% of physical assaults among American teens were not reported in 2002 (National Institute of Justice 2003)

· The majority of workplace violent crimes in the US were aggravated assaults in 2002

· 1 out of 12 students who stay home from school in the US do so because they are afraid to go to school

· 3 out of 4 students in the US report having been bullied at some point while in school

· 60% of bullies in the US are boys while 40% are girls

· Assault is the most common violent crime in the US (Bureau of Justice Statistics 2001)

· 50-80% of American teens have reported knowing others who were involved in violent relationships

· 8% of 8th & 9th grade students have reported being victims of sexual dating violence in the US

· 15% of American teens have reported being attacked with a weapon by a dating partner

· Approximately 1 in 5 high school girls in the US reports being abused by a boyfriend (JAMA 2001)

· Physical assault occurs in 1 out of 3 teen dating relationships in the US (Am. Psychological Association 2002)

· 33% of American teenage girls report experiencing physical violence at the hands of a dating partner (NYC Coalition for Women’s Mental Health 1991)
Local (Maryland & Baltimore City) Statistical Information on Violence
Information provided by Baltimore Crime Statistics and Crime Data (May 4, 2002)
· There were 255 reported shootings in Baltimore City in 1999

· There were 166 reported shootings in Baltimore City in 2002

· There were 114 reported forcible rapes in Baltimore City in 1999

· There were 60 reported forcible rapes in Baltimore City in 2002

· There were 3,392 reported aggravated assaults in Baltimore City in 1999

· There were 2,423 reported aggravated assaults in Baltimore City in 2002

· There were 6,730 reports of violent crime in Baltimore City in 1999

· There were 2,055 reports of violent crime in Baltimore City in 2002

Information provided by the Maryland Crime Index with rates per 100,000 people (2002)

· Maryland Population in 2000: approximately 5,296,486

· Reported incidents of crime in Maryland: 4,816.1 reports per 100,000 people in 2000

· Reported incidents of violent crime in Maryland: 786.6 reports per 100,000 people in 2000

· Maryland had 8.1 murders per 100,000 people in 2000

· Maryland ranked the 3rd highest among all the states in 2000 for the occurrence of violent crimes

· Maryland ranked the 3rd highest among all the states in 2000 for murder 

Information provided by the Baltimore Maryland Crime Statistics & Data Resources (2002)

· Baltimore had 253 murders in 2002

· Baltimore had 178 forcible rapes reported in 2002

· Baltimore had 8,644 reported aggravated assaults in 2002






























