Fact Sheet on Justice in Healthcare (Medical Ethics)
A. Concepts of Justice

·  Formal Definition of Justice:  “treat equals equally, treat unequals unequally”

· Non-comparative justice

· Making sure people get what they are entitled to

· Comparative justice

· Concerned with the distribution of benefits and burdens in society  

· How to allocate scarce resources

· Distributive justice

· Theories of distributive justice need to answer three questions

B.  Three Theories of Justice

· Utilitarian (outcome)

· Egalitarian (outcome)

· Libertarian (procedural)

· All three attempt to explain what would make a distribution just

C.  Utilitarian Justice

· Seeks to maximize well-being of society as a whole

· How to define aggregate welfare?

· Happiness? Pleasure? Preferences?

· Satisfaction of the preferences of the greatest numbers of individuals?

D. Libertarian Justice

· Emphasis on individual liberty and hence, procedural justice is important

· Just rules for acquisition and transfer of property

· A just distribution is any distribution that results from free exchanges

· Most compatible with free-market economics

· How did the inequalities emerge? If under fair rules, then the outcome is just

E.  Egalitarian Justice

· Basic assumptions

· People are equal in a moral sense

· Respect for people requires that they have the basic liberties and material goods to carry out basic life projects

· Conception of justice

· All social values – liberty and opportunity, income and wealth, and the bases of self-respect – are to be distributed equally unless an unequal distribution of any or all of these values is to everyone’s advantage

C.  Basis for Rationing

· Need Principles (Worst-Off)

· Immediate threat to life

· Immediate ill-health

· Lifetime ill-health

· Immediate capacity to benefit

· Lifetime capacity to benefit

· Maximizing principles (Utilitarian)

· Maximize health

· Maximize well-being

· Egalitarian principles

· Equalize lifetime health expectancy

· First come first serve

· Combination Principles

· Need principle with a maximizing principle

