Fact Sheet on Death Investigation in Maryland

Coroner is the public official whose principal duty is to inquire into any death that appears to be unnatural. The name of the office as it emerged in England in the late 12th century was originally “crowner.” In his present-day work of determining cause of death, the coroner proceeds by means of the inquest whenever there is doubt. A coroner may or may not be a physician. Some coroner-physicians perform autopsies. (We do not have a coroner system in Maryland.)
Medical Examiner is a physician who is trained in forensic pathology that investigates sudden, unexpected, or violent deaths to determine whether an autopsy needs to be performed to give and opinion as to the cause and manner of death. (There is a statewide medical examiner system in Maryland.)
Autopsy is the examination of the body of a dead person and is performed primarily to determine the cause of death, to identify or characterize the extent of disease that the person may have had, or to determine whether a particular medical or surgical treatment has been effective. The word autopsy is derived from the Greek word, “autopsia,” meaning "to see with one's own eyes." Autopsies are performed by pathologists, medical doctors who have received specialty training in the diagnosis of diseases by the examination of body fluids and tissues.
Pathology is a specialty of medicine that is the study of disease processes using whole bodies (autopsy), bodily tissues and fluids to make diagnoses.

Forensic Pathology is a subspecialty of pathology that is legal medicine using death investigation and autopsy to determine the cause and manner of death.
Cause of Death is the disease process or injury that leads to death.
Manner of Death is the circumstances under which the cause of death occurs, i.e. homicide, suicide, accident, undetermined or natural.
Crime Scene Investigators (CSI) work for the police and have control of the scene. They document the scene through a report and photographs, collect evidence and process the crime scene. (See them on TV all the time)
Medical Examiner Investigators work for the medical examiner’s office and take custody of the body at the scene. They document the scene through a report and photographs, collect some evidence, look for medical evidence, determine the need for an autopsy, assist the forensic pathologist, ensure a completed death certificate, and are a liaison between the forensic pathologist and law enforcement. (Never see them on TV)

Forensic Scientists work for the police in the crime lab and analyze the evidence from the crime scene.
