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Congratulations to the following faculty who have received  
awards and honors!

J Karen E. Anderson, MD, clinical assistant profes-
sor, Departments of Psychiatry and Neurology, 
has been board certified in neuropsychiatry and 
behavioral neurology. Behavioral neurology is a 
new subspecialty, and Dr. Anderson is one of only 
50 clinicians in the country to have this certifi-
cation from the United Council for Neurologic 
Subspecialties.

J Meredith Bond, 
PhD, professor and 
chair, Department 
of Physiology, has 

been selected for the Leadership Maryland Class 
of 2007. Leadership Maryland is an independent, 
educational, non-profit organization designed to 
inform top-level executives, from the public and 

private sectors, about the critical issues, challenges 
and opportunities facing the state of Maryland and 
its regions. Dr. Bond is one of 52 accomplished 
and talented statewide leaders selected to partici-
pate in the eight-month program.

J Prasanna Nair, MBBS, MPH, clinical professor, 
Department of Pediatrics, was inducted into the 
Maryland Women’s Hall of Fame. The inductees 
are chosen by the Maryland Commission for 
Women on the basis of outstanding achievement, 
accomplishment and contributions, and the 
benefit and enduring value of those contributions 
to society. The disciplines of endeavor include, among others: education, art, 
athletics, business, science, government, and the humanities.
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J S. Michael Plaut, PhD, associate professor, Department of Psychiatry, and assis-
tant dean for Student Affairs, published an article entitled, “Have Your Parents 
Ever Had Sex? Adapting to Changes in Sexuality” in the November/December 
2006 issue of The Maryland Psychologist, 52(2):6-7.

J Douglas Ross, MD, PhD, professor, Departments of Medicine, Pathology and 
Pharmacology & Experimental Therapeutics, and Program in Oncology, sub-
mitted a Web-based, palliative care, peer-reviewed training course for faculty, 
residents and fellows which has been accepted for publication in MedEdPOR-
TAL, an on-line peer-reviewed medical education resource, and a division of 
the Association of American Medical Colleges (http://www.aamc.org/meded-
portal). Creation of the course was funded by Dr. Ross’ R25 grant from the  
National Cancer Institute. This course is required for all medical residents 
during their internship year, and for all oncology fellows. Publication in 
MedEdPORTAL puts the University of Maryland School of Medicine and the 
University of Maryland Marlene and Stewart Greenebaum Cancer Center 
in the national and international spotlight for creating a high-quality course 
on palliative care for graduate medical students that can be used by medical 
schools around the nation and the world.

J Ming T. Tan, PhD, professor, Department of Epidemiology & Preventive 
Medicine and Program in Oncology, published a paper entitled “Genome-wide 
Tagging SNPs with Entropy-based Monte Carlo Method” in the Journal of 
Computational Biology (13 (9): 1606-14, 2006).

J Cha-Min Tang, MD, PhD, associate professor, and M. Samir Jafri, PhD, assistant 
professor, both from the Department of Neurology, co-published an article 
entitled “Catheter-Based Infrared Light Scanner as a Tool to Assess Conduit 
Quality in Coronary Artery Bypass Surgery” in 
the Journal of Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery, 
133(2), 419-27, 2007.

J Teodor Postolache, MD, associate professor, and 
Leonardo Tonelli, PhD, assistant professor, both 
from the Department of Psychiatry, coauthored 
an article entitled “Mood-worsening with High-
pollen-counts and Seasonality:  A Preliminary 
Report” in the Journal of Affective Disorder, 2007.

Publications

Hats off to those who have been published! 

J Aashvini Belosay, PhD, post-doctoral 
fellow, Angela Brodie, PhD, profes-
sor, and Vincent Njar, PhD, associate 
professor, all from the Department 
of Pharmacology & Experimental 
Therapeutics, co-published an article 
entitled “Effects of Novel Retinoic 
Acid Metabolism Blocking Agent 
(VN/14-1) on Letrozole-insensi-
tive Breast Cancer Cells” in Cancer 

Research (2006 Dec 1;66(23):11485-93). Their article also was highlighted on 
the Oncology Channel’s “Daily Updates,” in the United Kingdom on January 
29, 2007.

J Brian Cooke, MD, resident, Department of Psychiatry, authored an article 
entitled “Appendectomy for Appendicitis in Patients with Schizophrenia” in 
The American Journal of Surgery, 193:41-48, 2007.

J Bret A. Hassel, PhD, associate professor, Depart-
ment of Microbiology & Immunology, published 
an article “Role of 2-5A-dependent RNase-L in 
Senescence and Longevity” in the November 20, 
2006, issue of Oncogene. The article was based on 
research conducted in Dr. Hassel’s lab that identi-
fied a novel role for the interferon-regulated tumor 
suppressor, RNase-L, in cellular senescence. Cells 
from RNase-L null mice exhibited an increased 
proliferative lifespan in culture, and mice lacking 
the RNase-L gene survived to an older age than 
strain matched wild type mice. These findings suggest that RNase-L represents 
a mechanistic link between cancer and aging. 

J Laurel J. Kiser, PhD, associate professor, Department of Psychiatry, published 
an article entitled “Protecting Children from the Dangers of Urban Poverty,” 
in Clinical Psychology Review 27(2): 211-225, 2006.
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Hats off to those who have been published! 

J Vasken Dilsizian, MD, professor, Department of Diagnostic Radiology & 
Nuclear Medicine, and others published an article entitled “Evidence for Tis-
sue Angiotensin-converting Enzyme in Explanted Hearts of Ischemic Cardio-
myopathy Using Targeted Radiotracer Technique” in the February 
2007 issue of The Journal of Nuclear Medicine (2007;48:182–187). 

J Ronald B. Gartenhaus, MD, associate professor, Department of Med-
icine and Program in Oncology, and colleagues published “MCT-1 
Protein Interacts with the Cap Complex and Modulates mRNA 
Translational Profiles” in Cancer Research (66(18):8994-9001, 
2006). Dr. Gartenhaus also published “Phosphorylation of MCT-1 
by p42/44 MAPK is Required for its Stabilization in Response to 
DNA Damage” in Oncogene (Oct. 2; [Epub ahead of print], 2006).

J Charlene Hafer-Macko, MD, associate professor, and Richard Macko, 
MD, professor, both from the Department of Neurology, co-published an article 
entitled “Exercise Rehabilitation after Stroke” in the October 2006 issue of 
NeuroRX®, a journal of The American Society for Experimental NeuroThera-
peutics.

J Daniel L. Lemkin, MD, assistant professor, Department of Emergency Medicine, 
is the editor and designer of Principles and Direction of Air Medical Transport, 
published by the Air Medical Physicians Association in 2006. This 772-page 
book covers a broad range of topics regarding the creation and successful op-
eration of medical flight programs.

J Bruce Line, MD, professor, Department of Diagnostic Radiology & Nuclear 
Medicine, and others co-authored 
an article entitled “Nanocar-
riers for Nuclear Imaging and 
Radiotherapy of Cancer” in 
the December 2006 issue of 
Current Pharmaceutical Design 
(2006;12:4729–4749).

J Feyruz Rassool, PhD, associate professor, Department of Radiation On-
cology, gave presentations on DNA repair in chronic myeloid leukemia 
(CML) at the first Global Workshop in CML which took place in Bermuda 
in December. Dr. Rassool also spoke on histone deacetylase inhibitors and 

DNA damage at a Workshop on Clinical Translation of Epigenetics in Cancer 
Therapeutics in Arizona in January.

J Michael T. Shipley, PhD, the Donald E. Wilson Distinguished Pro-
fessor and chair of the Department of Anatomy & Neurobiology, 
organized the 2007 Annual Meeting of the Association of Anat-
omy, Cell Biology and Neurobiology Chairpersons (AACBNC), 
in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico. Dr. Shipley is president of AACBNC 
and developed the program for the meeting. The program included 
a lecture by Dr. Linda Buck, 2004 Nobel Laureate for Medicine 
or Physiology, entitled “Genetic Analysis of Olfactory Coding,” a 
lecture by Dr. Toni Scarpa, director of the NIH Center for Scien-
tific Review, entitled “Challenges and Opportunities Facing NIH 
Peer-Review:  A Vision for Ensuring Its Strategic National Value,” 
and a lecture by Dr. James Battey, director of the NIH Center for Deafness and 
Other Communication Disorders and chair of the NIH Task Force on Stem 
Cell Research, entitled “Stem Cell Research Supported by NIH.”

J Julie A. Smith, PhD, assistant professor, Department of Psychiatry, presented a 
poster, “Predicting Emotional Distress in PTSD Patients Based on Rumination 
Style” at the Annual Meeting of the Southeastern Psychological Association 
in New Orleans in February.

J Ellen Wruble-Hakim, PT, DScPt, assistant professor, Department of Physical 
Therapy & Rehabilitation Science, gave a platform presentation entitled 

“Multimodal Summative Evalu-
ation of DPT Curriculum” at 
the Health Professions Educa-
tional Research Symposium in 
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida. Fran 
Huber, PT, EdD, assistant professor, 
Department of Physical Therapy 
& Rehabilitation Science, was 
co-author.

Kudos to our colleagues who are experts in their fields and 
give their all to represent the School of Medicine! 

J Laure Aurelian, PhD, professor, Department of Pharma-
cology & Experimental Therapeutics, will be the keynote speaker 
at the GlaxoSmithKline-sponsored International Virology Meet-
ing in Sapporo, Japan, in August 2007. The title of her lecture 
will be “Molecular Pathogenesis of Herpes Associated Erythema 
Multiforme.”

J Hinda Dubin, MD, clinical assistant professor, Department of Psy-
chiatry, and director of Psychotherapy Education at the University 
of Maryland/Sheppard Pratt Psychiatry Residency Training Pro-
gram, delivered an all-day Continuing Medical Education workshop 
on “Practical Applications of Cognitive Behavioral Therapy” at the 

Nefesh International Conference in New York in December. 

J Laurel J. Kiser, PhD, associate professor, Depart-
ment of Psychiatry, presented a workshop entitled 
“Treating Complex Traumatic Stress Disorders in 
Childhood” at The International Society for Trau-
matic Stress Studies Annual Meeting in Hollywood, 
California.

J M. Philip Luber, MD, associate professor, Department 
of Psychiatry, presented a paper entitled “Boundaries 
in Cancer Care,” at the 5th Annual PsychoOncol-
ogy Conference at the Swedish Medical Center in 
Seattle, Washington, in November. He also presented 
“Managing Patients with Generalized Anxiety Disorder:  Efficacy and Safety of 
Pharmacologic Therapies” at a conference sponsored by Albert Einstein Col-
lege of Medicine in December.

J Tanya Meyer, MD, assistant professor, Department of Otorhinolaryngol-
ogy-Head and Neck Surgery, and director, Voice and Swallowing Disorders 
Program, was an invited panel member for discussions on “Benign Laryngeal 
Lesions,” “Laryngopharyngeal Reflux” and “Neurolaryngology” at the Sisson 
International Head and Neck Workshop in Vail, Colorado, in February.

Events, Lectures                     and Workshops
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Buzz Contacts
Many thanks to the following  
people who serve as your liai-
sons for the information you 
see in What’s the Buzz? Please 
send information (within 
the realm of the categories 
listed above) that you would 
like to see in the Buzz to the 
appropriate person within your 
department, program, center 
or office. 

Anatomy & Neurobiology:  
   Carolyn Craighead
Anesthesiology: Linda Keevican
Biochemistry & Molecular Biology:  
   Bruce Reinecke

Dermatology: Ron Goldner
Diagnostic Radiology & Nuclear  
   Medicine: Nan Knight
Emergency Medicine:   
   Linda Kesselring
Epidemiology & Preventive  
   Medicine: Kassy Santoni
Family & Community Medicine:  
   Elon Burley
Medical & Research Technology:  
   Cynthia Stambach
Medicine: Molly Lutz
Microbiology & Immunology:  
   Donna Bower
Neurology: Paula Gilley
Neurosurgery: Terry Roberts

Obstetrics, Gynecology & Reproduc- 
   tive Sciences: Adrian Bergin
Ophthalmology: Nancy Cook
Orthopaedics: Sandy Regula
Otorhinolaryngology: Bryan Ambro
Pathology: Carmen Wooden
Pediatrics: Bonnie Winters
Pharmacology & Experimental  
   Therapeutics: Anne Nourse
Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation  
   Science: Alyssa Menkes
Physiology: Ken Fahnestock
Psychiatry: Vee Porter-Brown
Radiation Oncology: Bill Gardiner 
Surgery: Barb Smith
Program in Comparative Medicine:  
   Deborah Sanchez

Program in Complementary  
   Medicine: Amy Martin Burns
Program in Genetics & Genomic  
   Medicine: Larry Sauder
Program in Minority Health & Health  
   Disparities: Claudia Baquet
Program in Neuroscience:   
   Tom McHugh
Program in Oncology: Stephen Long
Program in Trauma: Cynthia Rivers
Center for Health Policy & Health  
   Services  Research: Shiraz Mishra
Center for Integrative Medicine:   
   Amy Martin Burns 
Center for Mucosal Biology  
   Research or MBRC: Pam King
Center for Research on Aging: 
    Kara Longo

Center for Vaccine Development:  
   Gloria Smedley
Center for Vascular & Inflammatory   
   Diseases: Vanessa Foreman
Office of Admissions: Mickey Foxwell
Office of Development: Michelle Healy
Office of Information Services:   
   Jim McNamee
Office of Policy & Planning:  
   Meseret Bezuneh
Office of Faculty Affairs &  
   Professional Development:  
   Stacie Small
Office of Public Affairs:   
   Heather Graham
Office of Student Affairs:   
   Dawn Roberts

Attention all SOM Medical  
and Graduate Students!

Buzz Information Link  
for Students

A hyperlink is available on the School 
of Medicine Website for you to  

submit information to the Buzz to 
acknowledge honors, prizes, presenta-
tions, leadership positions and other 
noteworthy accomplishments. Go to:  

http://medschool.umaryland.edu/ 
Public_Affairs/buzz.asp

We applaud our colleagues on their recent achievements! 

J Robert Edelman, MD, professor, Departments of 
Medicine and Pediatrics, was appointed by the 
World Health Organization (WHO) to chair its 
advisory group to revise the 2002 “WHO Guide-
lines for the Evaluation of Dengue Vaccines in 
Populations Exposed to Natural Infection.”

J Feyruz Rassool, PhD, associate professor, Depart-
ment of Radiation Oncology, has been nominated 
by the Maryland chapter of the Leukemia & Lym-
phoma Society for its Woman of the Year award. 

                    Appointments

Robert Edelman, MD S. Michael Plaut, PhD

In the News

A job well done to all who have kept us in the media spotlight! 

J S. Michael Plaut, PhD, assistant dean for Stu-
dent Affairs, and associate professor, Depart-
ment of Psychiatry, was interviewed by WMAR 
ABC 2 News about love triangles in relation to 
the NASA astronaut, Lisa Nowak, accused of 
attempting to murder a woman she perceived as 

competition for the 
affections of a fellow 
astronaut. The inter-
view with Dr. Plaut 
aired on February 6, 
2007.

J Denise Richardson, MD, assistant professor, 
Department of Psychiatry, was quoted in the 
Baltimore Examiner on February 11, 2007, in an 
article on depression in children.

Denise Richardson, MD

Correction:  Due to a submission error, we printed an incorrect statement in 
the New Staff section of the February 2007 issue of What’s the Buzz? The 
brief on Constance Marr should have read as follows: 

Constance Marr joined the Department of Pediatrics as senior administra-
tor. Ms. Marr previously served as program director with the University of 
Maryland Medical Center Transplant Services.


