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SOMnews
Founders Week
Calendar of Events
Monday, October 17
Staff Luncheon
Westminster Hall
11:30 am or 12:20 pm
Free tickets are required; they are available
from Staff Senate representatives and Pat
Maloney in the President’s Office.

Tuesday, October 18
Student Cookout
Davidge Hall Lawn 
4:30 to 6:00 pm
Free tickets are required; they are available
from the Office of Student Affairs and the
University Bookstore.

Wednesday, October 19
Faculty Research Lecture and Reception
"Quilting Needles, Lancaster Haystacks
and the Search for Genes for Common
Diseases"
Davidge Hall
4:00 pm
Presented by Alan R. Shuldiner, MD, 2005
Founders Week Faculty Research Lecturer
of the Year.

Free tickets are required; they are available
from the Dean’s Office.

Thursday, October 20
Black-Tie Gala
Hyatt Regency Baltimore
6:00 pm
Tickets are $85.00 and may be reserved by
contacting the Office of Special Events at
6.8035.

ean Donald E. Wilson, MD, MACP, recently announced his retirement, effective September 1,
2006, stating, “While I am so proud of the significant growth and accomplishments that the
School of Medicine has made while I have been here, my health, and a strong desire to
devote more time to my family, is driving my decision to step down. Although I have recov-
ered significantly from my illness and surgery, I have not regained the energy that sustained
me through the first 14 years of my deanship. I cannot, in good conscience, continue with-
out the ability to give 100 percent of my focus and energy to this demanding and important
position.”

Dr. Wilson, who received a kidney transplant in December, is currently the fourth longest
serving medical school dean in the United States.

“Dr. Wilson was the right man at the right time for our medical school. His vision led the School of Medi-
cine into the top echelon of American medical schools. That is a legacy only a privileged few can boast,”

says University System of Maryland Chancellor William “Brit” Kirwan, PhD. 
When Dr. Wilson took the helm at the School of Medicine in 1991, he became the nation’s first African-

American dean at a predominantly white medical school. Today, the School of Medicine has one of the most
diverse student bodies in the country and the number of African-American faculty members has doubled. Dr.
Wilson’s accomplishments as dean are many: For example, he established the Center for Health Disparities to help
identify and eliminate ethnic, racial, and geographic differences in the diagnosis and treatment of illness, and,
driven by a dramatic increase in research funding, Dr Wilson was the catalyst for the completion of two state-of-
the-art biomedical research buildings—Health Sciences Facility I and Health Sciences Facility II—facilitating the
expansion of basic science and clinical research.

“Under Dean Wilson’s leadership, the School of Medicine has garnered record-setting research grants to target
the world’s most pressing healthcare threats. Research funding has soared from $77 million in 1991 to $349 million
in 2005, placing the School of Medicine in the upper echelon of all public and private medical schools. His com-
mitment to education, research and service is unparalleled, and he will continue to have a significant impact long
after he retires,” says UMB President David J. Ramsay, DM, DPhil.

“When I arrived at the University of Maryland Medical System two years ago, Dr. Wilson and I connected
professionally and personally,” says Edmond F. Notebaert, President and CEO of the University of Maryland Medical
System. “We quickly forged a great friendship as well as a mutually beneficial professional relationship which has
lead to outstanding growth, both for the School of Medicine and the University of Maryland Medical System.”

As dean emeritus, Dr. Wilson plans to remain active in his retirement; he has already begun writing his 
autobiography.

Dean Wilson Announces Retirement

A contingent of doctors
from the University of
Maryland School of
Medicine were instru-
mental in setting up
six health clinics in
September in a
community just west of
New Orleans to provide
medical care for sur-
vivors of Hurricane
Katrina. More than
1,000 residents of
Jefferson Parish were
treated at the clinics
in the first week of
operation.

These University of
Maryland faculty were
among more than 80
health professionals
from Maryland who arrived in Louisiana on September 5 to
help the hurricane survivors as part of “Operation Lifeline.”
The relief effort was coordinated by the Maryland Department
of Health and Mental Hygiene and the Maryland Institute of
Emergency Medical Services Systems through the Maryland
Defense Force, a group of medical professionals consisting of
doctors, nurses and paramedical personnel, created by Gover-
nor Robert Erhlich to address such emergencies in the after-
math of September 11, 2001. 

The volunteers set up headquarters in Meadowcrest Hospital
in Gretna, La., which had been hastily evacuated in the wake
of the storm, and in less than 24 hours, had established clinics
at six fire stations and schools throughout the parish, according

to Donald Alves, MD,
assistant professor of
surgery and an Emer-
gency Department
physician at the Univer-
sity of Maryland Med-
ical Center who served
as the operation’s
chief medical
officer. “It was
really a remark-
able effort, with
volunteers from
throughout
Maryland work-
ing together to
help those who
had lost every-
thing in the
wake of Hurri-

cane Katrina,” Dr. Alves says.
“We saw about 50 patients the first day, but by the

end of the week, we were treating 300 patients a day,”
Dr. Alves says. “Many people needed medicine for high
blood pressure or diabetes. We gave antibiotics to
others with minor wounds that had become infected.” 

“We treated everything. It was largely primary care
medicine,” says Richard Colgan, MD, an associate
professor of family medicine who worked in the devas-
tated area with the Maryland team. “What was
extremely gratifying and inspiring was that this was an
all-Maryland effort,” adds Dr. Colgan, noting that the
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When the School of Medicine was founded
in 1807, Thomas Jefferson was president,
Ludwig van Beethoven composed his 5th
symphony, and Napoleon was in the process
of defeating the Prussian and Russian
armies. Teaching medicine at the bedside
was a concept waiting to be discovered.

In 2007, the School will mark its bicen-
tennial with a year of scholarly and social
events examining many of the footnotes in
its history and exploring what may be in
store for the next 20 decades. The Office of
Public Affairs is creating a participatory
framework to communicate these activities
throughout Maryland and beyond with Web
streaming and other tools, some of which
are still evolving. 

To jump start the process, a dedicated
phone line is ready to collect ideas and
share news. In mid-2006, a bicentennial
page will debut on the School’s Website,
and this monthly column will deliver
updates through the end of 2007. 

The bicentennial phone line is open for
business at 6.2007. 

School of Medicine Faculty Play Key Role in

Aiding Survivors of Hurricane Katrina

[See Aiding Survivors, back page]




