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e f R The University of Maryland School of

FE s ; Medicine will hold its 5th annual Mini-Med
School this fall. Classes, which will be held

L r in the MSTF Auditorium, will run for five
consecutive Wednesday evenings from

elcome back! I hope you had a good summer and are gearing up for
‘ another productive and successful year.
| You'll notice that SOMnews has a new look. We thought that after six years in
b print, it was time for something different. So, in this first issue of Volume 7, we
unveil a new and improved newsletter for our faculty, staff and students.

6:00 pm to 8:00 pm.
For more information about Mini-Med

—

\ We've increased the number of pages from two to four (this inaugural issue School and for registration information,
has six pages, as will future issues from to time), we've gone from a two-color publication to a check out our website at
vibrant four-color approach, we’ve included more space for student news, as well as pages dedicated medschool.umaryland.edu or contact
to the basic sciences and to the clinical departments. We’ve moved Quick Studies to the inside Heather Graham in the Office of Public

Affairs at 6.1521 or

ages and we're including more photos to accompany articles. We've also added some new features
pag g P pany ' hgraham@som.umaryland.edu.

such as a bicentennial corner that will include a countdown.

It is our goal to provide you with news that you can use. News that keeps you connected to your
fellow faculty and colleagues in other parts of the medical school. News that celebrates our diverse
and exceptional faculty, staff and students. And news that will keep you informed of current happen-
ings at America’s fifth oldest—and first public—medical school.

And because we have more space to fill, we will continue to rely on you, our readers, to send us your
news and suggestions for articles. In addition, we welcome your comments about our new look. Please
feel free to send compliments, complaints, questions and suggestions to Jennifer Litchman, assistant dean for public
affairs, at jlitchman@som.umaryland.edu.

Welcome (Donald E. Wilson, MD, MACP, Dean)

W Heart Disease (Bob Vogel, MD)

Donald E. Wilson, MD, MACP GERD (George Fantry, MD)
Vice President for Medical Affairs, University of Maryland
Dean, School of Medicine Bariatric Surgery (Mark Kligman, MD)

The Obesity Epidemic and the American Diet
(Suzanne Sysko, MD)

‘ ‘ , ’ Oral Cancer (Harold Goodman, DDS, MPH)
Sleep Disorders (Steve Scharf, MD, PHD)
|

Complications in Pregnancy (Hugh Mighty, MD)

Participating in Clinical Research

publishes this monthly newsletter (SOMnews), distributed to (Claudia Baquet, MD)

all faculty, staff and students, and the dean’s annual State of
the School address. We also contribute content to Advances
(SOM development), the Bulletin (medical alumni), The Voice Mental Disorders in Children (Maureen Black, PhD)
(campus) and Connections (hospital).” Graduation (Donald E. Wilson, MD, MACP, Dean)
Responsibility for the design, content
and organization of the School of
Medicine’s official website belongs to the
Office of Public Affairs. According to
Litchman, Larry Roberts, director of
Web communications, recently oversaw
a redesign of the Website—a project that
culminated with the launch of a new

That's the hallmark of the office responsible for disseminating
information about the School of Medicine and its faculty, staff
members and students.

“We are in the business of communicating with both inter-
nal and external audiences,” says Jennifer B. Litchman, MA,
assistant dean for public affairs. “We do that through public
relations, media relations, publications, community relations,
special events, and the school’s Website.”

Through its joint media relations program with the public
affairs office at the University of Maryland Medical Center, ) o
the Office of Public Affairs at the School of Medicine works and improved site in August. “We
to increase awareness of the faculty by highlighting significant worked C_IOSEIV W'_th the Offlce_ of
developments in research, patient care and medical education. !nformatlon Serwcgs to establish and
“We generate news stories in the print, broadcast and elec- implement new design and content
tronic media, and connect reporters with School of Medicine standards.,". she sa.ys. ) o
experts,” Litchman says. “To do that, we rely on faculty to tell _In addltlon_ to its d_ally_ responsibilities
us about their work and any new and exciting discoveries.” with the media, publications and the

Publications are another avenue for communicating infor- Website, the Office of Public A_ffa|r5 : :
mation about School of Medicine activities. “There are several plans and implements community out- e e sl R

publications aimed at different audiences to raise awareness of reach efforts such as the School of Medicine's annual Mini- e o

. . . . Litchman, MA, assistant dean for public affairs; Larry
the work and accomplishments of the faculty and staff,” Med School program and this past spring’s Get Fit Maryland: Roberts, MS, director, Web communications; Jo Martin,

Litchman 10,000 Steps a Day initiative, as well as special events and MLA, director, bicentennial planning; Saifa Pool,
says. “The receptions for the dean and the upcoming bicentennial cele- executive administrative assistant.
Office of bration in 2007.
Public “We want to be
University of Marviani Schissl of Medicine Affairs known as a one-
(TR stop public affairs
Y resource for the Planning for the School’s 2007 bicentennial officially began in July with the
jﬁ- W ¥ faculty, staff, arrival of Jo R. Martin. She will coordinate a year of academic, social and
v students _and the community events and other opportunities to bring attention to the
% gi cgmmunlty,” accomplishments of Maryland’s oldest—and the nation’s fifth oldest—
1 Litchman says. medical school. The celebration will include a series of health-related
i “We love to lectures at the Hippodrome Performing Arts Center, a black-tie gala at the

Baltimore Convention Center during commencement activities, and a
traveling exhibit.

Martin has spent most of her career in health care and higher education
public affairs. She worked at the Johns Hopkins medical campus for 13
years and was involved in its centennial celebration. She also was assis-
tant vice president for communications at UMB for four years before start-
ing the consulting firm Jo Martin, Inc. She is taking a sabbatical to return
to campus to coordinate Bicentennial 2007. Her office is Bressler 14-016,
and she can be reached at 6.2007 or jmartin@som.umaryland.edu.

fa % ,:_h hear from folks
i, LS with news and

ideas.”
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Raymond T. Jones, PhD, professor,

Department of Pathology, was awarded a

five-year $5,720,593 grant from the

National Cancer Institute (NCI) entitled
“Resource for Collection and Evaluation of Human
Tissues and Cells from Donors with Epidemiological
Profiles.” This is a resource contract to collect, charac-
terize and provide human tissue to the NCI. Tissue
will be collected from surgical cases, biopsies and
autopsies, including lung, bronchial, colon, liver, and
pancreas organs from donors with epidemiologic
profile.  Andrei Medvedev, PhD, assistant professor,
Department of Microbiology & Immunology, was award-
ed a five-year $1,619,573 grant from the National
Institutes of Health National Institute of Allergy and
Infectious Disease entitled “Effect of Bacterial
Tolerance on TLR4 Signal Transduction.”  Yiling Nie,
MS, a graduate student in the Department of Anatomy
& Neurobiology, is the recipient of the prestigious 2005
Don Tucker Memorial Award, given for the most out-
standing student presentation at the Association for
Chemoreception Sciences annual meeting. Ms. Nie’s
presentation was entitled, “T1R3 Binds Sweet Ligands
at Physiological Concentrations,” and reported several
fundamental new insights into the receptor mecha-
nisms that mediate the taste of sugars and high-
potency sweeteners.  Renee Royak-Schaler, PhD,
MEd, associate professor,
Department of
Epidemiology & Preventive
Medicine, was awarded a
$164,000 research grant
from the Lance Armstrong
Foundation to study fol-
low-up care among breast
cancer survivors. Dr.
Royak-Schaler will
research the concerns of
African-American female
breast cancer survivors

relating to recurrence,
physician communication
about follow-up care, dis-

environment, quality of life and perceived stress
in everyday life. In addition, she will design

and evaluate a computer-assisted interactive
educational program to optimize the quality of
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crimination in the medical Alan Shuldiner, MD

Peg McCarthy, PhD

the job market,” says Dr. McCarthy.

The 13 existing department-based doctoral programs have been reorganized into five multidisciplinary
trans-departmental programs: biochemistry under the leadership of David Weber, PhD, professor of biochem-
istry and molecular biology; molecular medicine under the leadership of Alan Tomkinson, PhD, professor of
radiation oncology; molecular microbiology and immunology under the leadership of Nick Carbonetti, PhD,
associate professor of microbiology & immunology; neuroscience under the direction of Michael Shipley,
PhD, professor and chair of anatomy & neurobiology; and public health under the direction of Jay Magaziner,
PhD, professor of epidemiology & preventive medicine.

The reorganization will begin with this year’s student recruitment. “We’ll blend the old and new structures
until students in the existing programs graduate,” says Dr. McCarthy. “This fall, we'll begin revising the cur-
riculum as needed with plans to have the new structure fully in place in the fall of 2006.”

I Human Genetics

Shuldiner will lead a large multidiscipli-
nary team of physicians and clinical and
basic researchers to advance current
knowledge of human genetics. The team is
involved in research, state-of-the-art diag-
nostic and clinical services and the educa-
tion of graduate and medical students and
postdoctoral fellows.

Dr. Shuldiner is a professor of medicine and physiology and head of
the Division of Endocrinology, Diabetes and Nutrition within the
Department of Medicine. He previously led the establishment of the
Joslin Diabetes Center at the medical center and has long been recog-

follow-up care. nized for his work in identifying genes that play a role in obesity and
the development of type 2 diabetes.
In 1995, Dr. Shuldiner founded the Amish Research Clinic in
Strasburg, PA, a state-of-the-art clinical research facility where

more than 3,000 members of the Amish com-

NOW THAT THE HUMAN

GENOME HAS BEEN SEQUENCED,
WE HAVE THE UNPRECEDENTED
OPPORTUNITY TO DISCOVER
SPECIFIC VARIANTS IN GENES
THAT INCREASE THE RISK FOR A
WIDE VARIETY OF DISEASES . . .”

munity have participated in studies to uncover
the genetic components of illnesses such as dia-
betes and heart disease.

In his new role, Dr. Shuldiner will coordinate
the research, clinical and teaching activities of
the Program in Human Genetics. “I have no
doubt Dr. Shuldiner will continue to enhance
this important component of the School of
Medicine,” says Dr. Wilson. “He has received
several academic awards of distinction, has lec-
tured at numerous national and international
symposia and meetings, and is committed to the
training of young investigators in multidiscipli-

nary clinical research.”

[Continued on page 4]

In an effort to improve recruitment of high quality graduate
students and to enlarge the applicant pool for all graduate pro-
grams, the School of Medicine has officially reorganized its
graduate program into a core group of five disciplines. Under the
direction of Peg McCarthy, PhD, the newly appointed assistant
dean for graduate education, the Graduate Program in Life
Sciences will work hard to ensure that graduate students obtain
the requisite interdisciplinary training, or “biological literacy,”
to tackle the scientific challenges of the 21st century.

In 2003, the Research Affairs Advisory Committee appointed
a Graduate Program Review Committee to offer recommenda-
tions on how to improve the quality of graduate education at
the School of Medicine. “We wanted to increase the quality of
the graduate program, recruit an outstanding and diverse graduate student population, do a better job of men-
toring our graduate students and postdoctoral fellows and enhance the competitiveness of our graduates in

Snuldiner Named Director of Program

Alan R. Shuldiner, MD, an endocrinologist nationally known for his work in the molecular
basis and genetics of type 2 diabetes, obesity and insulin resistance, has been named director
of the Program in Human Genetics at the University of Maryland School of Medicine. Dr.

n an effort to better understand and ulti
land School of Medicine has established the region’s fi
one of six Organized Research Centers at the School ¢
matory diseases such as heart attack, stroke and rheurr
research, advanced clinical services for patients and ar

“Cardiovascular diseases such as heart attack and str
Center for Vascular and Inflammatory Diseases will ac
on our campus who are involved in fields related to ca
into clinical applications for more effective patient cal

The new center will be led by Dudley K. Strickland

University of Maryland School of Medicine, and three

of physiology and surgery; David Scott, PhD, professor

and Bartley Griffith, MD, professor of surgery. “We wa
cells and cellular behavior and integrate this understanding in
diseases,” says Dr. Strickland. “The center will also serve as a |
ical research and provide outstanding research training and ec
postdoctoral fellows.”

The center will be organized into three scientific core progr
ology and hypertension, and immunity and inflammation—wi
and translational research activities taking place in each area.
junior faculty members representing a variety of disciplines at
will form the nucleus of the new center, which is located in tf



Bartlett and Strome Celebrate

Anthony A.
Gaspari, MD, a
dermatologist
with a special
interest and
expertise in
immunology and
skin allergies, is
the new chair of
the Department of Dermatology at the University of
Maryland School of Medicine and chief of dermatol-
ogy at the University of Maryland Medical Center.
Dr. Gaspari came to the University of Maryland in
2001 and has served as interim chairman of the
department since 2003. He is the Shapiro Professor of
Dermatology and also is a professor of microbiology
and immunology. He is also the director of the cuta-
neous immunopathology laboratory at the University
of Maryland Medical Center, which studies and diag-
noses complex skin disorders through cellular analysis.
“We are very fortunate to have Dr. Gaspari as the
new chairman of our Department of Dermatology. He
has done an excellent job of leading the department
as the interim chair, and we are confident that he will

Anthony Gaspari, MD

mately treat the leading causes of death in the United States, the University of Mary-
rst Center for Vascular and Inflammatory Diseases. The primary goal of the program,

f Medicine, is to advance current knowledge in the field of cardiovascular and inflam-
atoid arthritis and autoimmune diseases. It will include an extensive program in

| education program for medical students, graduate students and postdoctoral fellows.
ke remain major public health problems in the United States,” says Dean Wilson. “The
t as a catalyst for enhanced interaction among basic researchers and physician scientists
rdiovascular biology. The center will also facilitate the translation of laboratory research

o
. PhD, professor of surgery and physiology at the
associate directors: Toni Antalis, PhD, professor
of surgery and microbiology & immunology;

nt to better understand the molecular biology of
to better treatments for vascular and cardiac
esource for cutting-edge technologies in biomed-
ucational opportunities for our students and

ams—vascular biology and stroke, vascular physi-
th basic research, graduate studies, and clinical
A group of 13 senior faculty members and eight
the University of Maryland School of Medicine
e new BioPark on UMB’s campus.

Dudley Strickland, PhD

L-K: Dean Donald E. Wilson, MD, MACP,
Stephen T. Bartlett, MD, professor and chair,
Department of Surgery, Scott E. Strome, MD,
professor and chair, Department of
Otorhinolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery,
and Bruce E. Jarrell, MD, vice dean of
Academic Affairs, pose at a reception on June 1
honoring Drs. Bartlett and Strome for their
appointments to chair of their respective
departments.

- Anthony Gaspari, MD:

continue his efforts to strengthen and expand the
department in his new position,” says Dean Wilson.
“He is not only an outstanding clinician, but also a
talented researcher whose work is advancing our
understanding of the skin’s role in the human immune
system.”

Dr. Gaspari says that he hopes to build on the
department’s strengths, particularly in treating skin
cancer and allergies, and to develop a clinical and
basic science research program that will translate into
better therapies for patients. “We’ve always had a
strong clinical program, and | would like to recruit
more doctors who are interested in doing research as
well as treating patients. | also am very committed to
education and using the latest technologies to teach
the next generation of dermatologists,” he says.

Dr. Gaspari has done considerable research in cuta-
neous immunology and recently was awarded $1.2 mil-
lion from the National Institutes of Health to study
skin allergies. He also has a $524,000 grant from the
US Veterans Health Administration to investigate
allergic reactions to natural rubber latex.

A graduate of Temple University and Jefferson
Medical College, Dr. Gaspari completed his residency
at the Emory School of Medicine
and a fellowship in
cutaneous immunol-
ogy at the NIH.

He has published
more than 100 peer-
reviewed manu-
scripts, book chapters
and review articles.
He serves on the
editorial boards of
several journals as
well as NIH grant
review panels and
US Food and Drug
Administration advi-
sory board commit-
tees. Dr. Gaspari
is also the outgoing
president of the
American Contact Dermatitis
Society and serves on the
organization’s executive
committee.

William T. Carpenter, MD, professor, Department of
Psychiatry, and director of the Maryland Psychiatric
Research Center, has become editor-in-chief of the
Schizaphrenia Bull=tin, one of the world’s premier
schizophrenia research journals. ~ William L. Henrich,
MD, professor and chair, Department of Medicine, was
elected to Mastership by the American College of Physi-
cians.  Teodor T. Postolache, MD, associate profes-
sor, Department of Psychiatry, and director of the Mood
and Anxiety Program, served as guest editor of Smarts
Chronsbislzgy, an issue of the Clinizs of Sports fadi
ire publication, which focuses on how sports perform-
ance is impacted by a person’s natural bodily rhythms,
especially by the quality, duration and timing of sleep.

Mary M. Rodgers, PhD, PT, has been named the
George R. Hepburn Dynasplint Professor and Chair of
the Department of Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation
Science (PTRS). The $1 million endowment is the first
named professorship for PTRS. ~ William J. Weiner,
MD, professor and chair, Department of Neurology, and
Karen E. Anderson, MD, assistant professor, Depart-
ment of Psychiatry, edited “Behavior Neurology of Move-
ment Disorders” in Adiances in Mawrslzayw, Volume 96,
Second Edition.  Jeffrey S. Wolf, MD, FACS, assistant
professor, Department of Otorhinolaryngology-Head and
Neck Surgery, was awarded a $148,500 R03 grant from
the National Institutes of Health entitled “Effect of Oral
Lactoferrin on Head and Neck Carcinoma.” Dr. Wolf also
received the American Head and Neck Society/American
Academy of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery
Young Investigator Award, worth $20,000, for his work
entitled “Head and Neck Cancer Growth Suppression by
Lactoferrin.” Additionally, Dr. Wolf and Rodney J. Taylor,
MD, MPH, assistant professor, Department of Otorhino-
laryngology, are co-principal investigators on a
$217,000 Flight Attendant Medical Research Institute
Clinical Innovator grant entitled “Molecular Correlation
of Chronic Sinusitis with Tobacco Smoke Exposure.”

The University of Maryland School of Medicine’s Board of
Visitors had its spring 2005 meeting on May 12.

fromt raw, L-R: Sylvan Frieman, MD, Mort Bogdonoff, MD, Bill
Davidow, Christine Sarbanes, David Penn (chair), Willard
Hackerman, Mel Sharoky, MD, Roger Bulger, MD, and Dean
Wilson. Back raw, L-E: Mac Passano, Kenneth Hoffman, MD,
Dan Wagner, Ron Geesey, Joy Bramble, and Gary Geisel.

Gregory Handlir, MBA, has been pro-
moted to the position of senior associate
dean for resource management.
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ok laccing Researchers Recognized for their |
Efforts to Develop and Distribute Vaccines for
Malian Children

wo researchers from the University of Maryland School of Medicine have received
prestigious honors from the Mali government in recognition of their efforts to
develop and distribute vaccines to children in that country who are vulnerable to
numerous infectious diseases common in Africa. The awards were presented at a
special ceremony in Mali in June on behalf of the President of Mali, His Excel-
lency Amadou Toumani Touré.
Myron M. Levine, MD, DTPH, professor of medicine, microbiology &
immunology and pediatrics, and director of the Center for Vaccine Development
(CVD) was given the highest level award, the Ordre National du Mali, Grand
Officiel rank. Karen L. Kotloff, MD, professor of pediatrics and medicine and
chief of the Community Studies Section at the Center for Vaccine Development
received the Ordre National du Mali, Chevaliere rank, the second highest level.
Mali was historically part of French West Africa and follows many French tradi-
tions. The Ordre National du Mali (National Order of Mali) follows the tradition
of the Légion d’Honneur (Legion of Honor) of France. Previous recipients of the
Grand Officiel rank of the Ordre National du Mali include former United States
President Jimmy Carter and French President Jacques Chirac.
“Although the Ordre du Mali medals were bestowed upon Karen Kotloff and me
as individuals, we accept them on behalf of our many colleagues at the Center for
Vaccine Development and our CVD-Mali team who have worked together so dili-
gently and effectively to design ways to control certain communicable diseases in Mali,” says Dr. Levine.
“It has been a great opportunity to work in Mali, and | am extremely honored to receive their recogni-
tion,” says Dr. Kotloff. “However, the truth of the matter is that the credit for the success of the CVD-

Dr. Levine (vight) greets Malian President
Amadou Toumani Touré at the ribbon cutting
ceremony for the renovated CVD-Mali laboratory.

The University of Maryland
School of Medicine has
continued its remarkable
productivity in generating
external grant and contracts.
Grant and contract awards
increased from $281 million
in FY04 to $350 million in
FYO05, an astounding 24
percent increase!

Save the Date!
New Faculty
Orientation

Please save the date of

Myron Levine, MD, DTPH

Mali goes to our Malian collaborators. They have worked very hard to build an outstanding center for

research and training in infectious diseases.”

The Center for Vaccine Development has been working with health officials in Mali for more than a
decade to develop vaccines and treatments for such childhood illnesses as measles, meningitis, sepsis,
typhoid fever, and diarrheal diseases, to make immunization services to infants more efficient and to

achieve higher levels of vaccination coverage.

In 2000, the Ministry of Health of Mali and the University of Maryland School of Medicine signed a

formal agreement to establish the CVD-Mali to provide
laboratory space and resources for CVD researchers work-
ing in the country and to train Malian scientists and
physicians.

Since then, with funding from a $20 million grant
from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, the CVD
and CVD-Mali have worked to develop a measles vac-
cine to immunize infants in developing countries who are
too young to receive the currently licensed measles vac-
cine. That candidate vaccine has shown highly promising
results in animal models. A field site in Mali has been
established and a Malian clinical trials team has been
trained to carry out phase 1 and phase 2 clinical trials of
the new vaccine.

In April 2005, the CVD received an additional grant from the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation for $3.6 million to study the impact of vaccinating children in
Mali against the disease-causing bacterium Haemophilus influenzae type b (Hib),
which causes fatal meningitis and other serious infections that affect many infants
in Mali. A conjugate vaccine routinely given to infants in the United States and
Europe since the 1990s can prevent illnesses caused by Hib. CVD-Mali researchers
worked with Malian health authorities and helped them apply for a five-year supply
of Hib vaccine from the Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunizations. Distribu-
tion of those vaccines began in July 2005.

“Mali is an African country blessed with a chief of state who is an inspiring,
visionary, dynamic leader, with a long-time interest in improving the health of
infants and young children in his country,” says Dr. Levine. “Although classified by
United Nations standards as among the five least developed countries in the world,
Mali is an exciting and inspiring place to work. Despite the poverty, optimism
abounds amonyg its people.”

On the day Drs. Levine and Kotloff received their awards, the Prime Minister of
Mali and the Malian Minister of Health joined the country’s president in a visit to
the CVD site in Mali that included an inauguration of renovated laboratory and
informatics facilities and a welcome home to two Malian scientists who recently
returned from two years of training at the CVD in Baltimore to lead research activ-
ities in the new laboratories in Mali.

“These awards to these outstanding investigators serve as an example of the
excellence of the faculty at the University of Maryland School of Medicine,” says
Dean Wilson. “This honor is a testament to the long-standing tradition of our med-
ical school to provide our expertise and assistance throughout the world.”

from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. in HSFII
Auditorium for New Faculty

Karen Kotloff, MD

Orientation. All are welcome! Please
come and meet your new colleagues.

Shuldiner Named New Director of Program
1N HUMAN GENERICS cnvues e

"Now that the human genome has been sequenced, we have the unprece-
dented opportunity to discover specific variants in genes that increase the
risk for a wide variety of diseases, including diabetes, cardiovascular disease,
osteoporosis, psychiatric disease, and cancer,” says Dr. Shuldiner. “These
discoveries will be translated into a new understanding of disease processes
and ultimately into better ways to prevent and treat diseases.

“The University of Maryland School of Medicine’s multidisciplinary Pro-
gram in Human Genetics will be at the forefront of these new discoveries
and their translation to improved patient care. The program will also play a
lead role in educating the next generations of physicians and researchers in
human genetics at the University of Maryland," says Dr. Shuldiner.

Dr. Shuldiner earned his medical degree from Harvard Medical School in
1984 and received his clinical training in medicine at the former Columbia-
Presbyterian Hospital in New York City (now New York Presbyterian) and
in endocrinology at the National Institutes of Health. He joined the faculty
of Johns Hopkins University in 1990 and came to the University of Mary-
land School of Medicine in 1997. He is board certified in both internal
medicine and endocrinology and metabolism.









