Fact Sheet on Grandparents as Caregivers 
National Data

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, between 1990 and 2006 the number of children living in households maintained by grandparents has increased by more than 44%.
· The number of children who are being raised in grandparent- or other relative-headed families has increased by more than 2 million between 1990 and 2006
· Census Bureau data indicate that there are now more than 6.7 million children across the nation growing up in these unique “grandfamilies,” representing 9% of the nation’s children living in families. This is an increase from 7.5% in 1990
· More than 2.5 million children lived with grandparents who were responsible for meeting the basic food, shelter, and clothing needs of their grandchildren, and 1 million of the children had no parent present
· Such grandparents keep families together when parents are unable to care for their children due to factors such as drug abuse, child abuse and neglect, poverty, incarceration, or mental or physical illnesses including HIV/AIDS
A significantly higher proportion of grandparents responsible for their grandchildren are under the age of 60.
· According to 2006 Census Bureau’s American Community Survey data:

· 68% are between the ages of 30 and 59 years
· 32% are over age 60
Half of grandparents raising their grandchildren are non-Hispanic whites.
· According to the 2006 American Community Survey data, the race/ethnicity of grandchildren living with grandparents is as follows:
·  51% White (not Hispanic)

·  25% Black

·  18% Hispanic (may be any race)
·  3% Asian

·  2% American-Indian and Alaska Native

· About one-third of children cared for by their grandparents with no parent present live in poverty. 
· 38% receive public assistance (cash public assistance, SSI or food stamps).

The health status of grandparents and grandchildren living in grandparent-headed households is often poor.
· About 30% of grandparents report at least one limitation in activities of daily living, such as difficulty in climbing a flight of stairs

· Caregiving grandparents are more likely to be depressed than non-caregiving grandparents (25.1% versus 14.5%)
· More than one-quarter of grandchildren under age six had no well-child care in the past year.
· About twice the percentage of children cared for by relatives (including grandparents) than by their own parents suffer limiting physical health conditions (14% versus 8%) 
· About 9% of 6-17 year olds being raised by grandparents have high levels of behavioral or emotional problems

Maryland and Baltimore City Data
The percentage of children living with their grandparents or other relatives is a little higher in Maryland, compared to the U.S, and double the national percentage for Baltimore City children.

· According to 2006 American Community Survey data:

· There are 131,000 Maryland children living with their grandparents or other relatives (10% of all children in families)
· 31,616 grandparents in Maryland and 7,508 grandparents in Baltimore City report they are responsible for their grandchildren
· Maryland District 7 (Baltimore City and part of Baltimore County) has the 14th highest percentage ( 17%) of children living with grandparents or other relatives, compared to the nation’s 435 Congressional districts
· There are about 33,000 children in Baltimore City living with their grandparents or other relatives (22%), more than twice the national and state percentage

· The greatest numbers of Baltimore grandparent-headed households are in the PUMA Areas 00805, 00801, and 00806 respectively (Refer to map below)
· The greatest overcrowding in rental properties are in PUMA Areas 00805 and 00806
The percentage of grandparents under age 60 raising grandchildren in Maryland and Baltimore City mirror the national data:

· According to 2006 American Community Survey data:

· 66% are between 30 and 59 years
· 34% are over age 60
In Maryland, and especially in Baltimore City, grandparents are disproportionately African-American:

· 48% of Maryland grandparent caregivers are African-American
· 80% of Baltimore City grandparent caregivers are African-American

Grandparents raising grandchildren in Baltimore City, especially the younger grandparents, face many difficult challenges.
· An estimated 38.7% of the grandparents responsible for grandchildren had a disability 
· One quarter (25%) of grandparent caregivers in Baltimore City were living in poverty, which is higher than the national figure (20%) and almost twice the proportion in Maryland (13.4%) 
· When no parent was present, 35.5% of grandparent caregivers were living below poverty level 
· Younger grandparents, between the ages of 30 and 59, faced more poverty (42.1%) than grandparents aged 60 or older (31.5%) when no parent was present
Housing is one of the toughest challenges facing grandparents raising grandchildren.
· 26.3% of grandparent caregivers are renters
· 23% of renters receive some form of housing subsidy
· 14% live in public housing
· 11% receive Section 8 vouchers
· 31.6% of grandparent caregivers spend more than 30% of their household income on rent 
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